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Reduce your visa

overstay fine

Understand how overstaying works in the UAE and the calm,
practical steps to limit the damage.

Visa & immigration

Overstaying your UAE visa is stressful, but it's a process with clear steps — and acting
quickly almost always reduces the cost and complications.

The key principle: Overstay charges generally accrue over time, so the most important
thing you can do is act sooner rather than later. Waiting usually makes it worse.

Step by step

o Confirm your exact status. Check when your visa or grace period actually ended —
don't rely on memory. Use official channels (such as the ICP / GDRFA services) or ask
for help.

e Understand your options. Depending on your situation you may be able to renew,
change status, or exit. There is sometimes a grace period after a visa ends, and the
authorities occasionally run amnesty initiatives — these change over time.

Don't ignore it. The longer the overstay, the more it can cost and the more it can
complicate future entry.

Keep your documents ready. Passport, Emirates ID, visa details and any relevant
letters — having them organised speeds everything up.

Get guidance for your case. Rules and amounts change and depend on your visa type,
so confirm current figures and options through official sources or a lawyer rather than
rumours.

Key questions to ask
» When exactly did my legal stay end, and is there a grace period?
o What are my realistic options: renew, change status, or exit?

e Is there a current amnesty or scheme that applies to me?



Be careful: Specific fine amounts and procedures change regularly. This guide
deliberately doesn't quote figures — always verify the current amounts and rules
through official channels or a licensed lawyer for your exact situation.

When to get a lawyer

If the overstay is long, tied to a labour or sponsorship dispute, or you're worried about a ban
or re-entry, a lawyer can quickly tell you the safest, cheapest path for your specific case.

Got a question this didn't answer? Ask a lawyer free — lawpocket.pages.dev

Disclaimer. This guide is general information only and is not legal advice. LawPocket is not a law firm. Laws,
fees and procedures in the UAE change and depend on your specific situation. Always confirm with a licensed
lawyer or the relevant official authority before acting.
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